
REAL NEWS OF WAR i
TOLDBYSOLDIERS

Letters From British Trench
- Dwellers Graphically Portray

Individual Experiences.

ONE WRITER COMMENTS
ON THE ABSOLUTE CHAOS

Disabled Officer Has Chair on Firing
Line.Effect of Shrapnel.

Heroic Deeds.
.

BY I* H. MOORE.
)Special Correspondence of The Star.

LONDON, January 7..Soldiers' lettersar© still being received In great
number and I am told by men from
the front that the news of the fighting
circulates now along the line of battlevery quickly and that they often
know much more of the situation than
we do at home. It was not so as

first, but lately information is more

freely made known.
A Rhyl soldier sends home a pow-

erful appeal to ""the gentlemen now

abed In England." He says: "War Is
'ti state of absolute chaos. Our greatestgrief accrues from the sore plight
of the thousands of refugees we have
Been. The troops helped them as much
As possible, but nothing couia aueviatetheir sufferings. Woe betide KaiserBill when the day of reckoning s

arrives. He must be a maniac, and
no fate seems to be too hard for him. j

.I would that some English people could
witness the devastation war leaves in
its wake. All apathy where recruitingis involved would vanish, and Englandmust realize that it is men we want
and men we must have.

«' "The German army is a wonderful
Jfnachine and has still a lot of tight
left in it. I think that our little army
has proved itself without equal, but
We are sadly lacking in numbers, and
numbers must in time tell. .That Germanywill be beaten is certain, but the
sooner she is crushed the better for us
all. 1 do hope the old country's manhoodwill respond eagerly to the call.
1 also pray that in future a soldier will
be treated by civilians as a "man,"
apart from class distinction. Beneve
me. at the present moment tnousands
of "rough diamonds" are fighting in
water-filled trenches and compelling
the admiration of the world by their
wonderful skill, courage and 'ability."

Disabled Officer Uses Chair.
Private Samuel Butterwortb, Loyal

North Lancashire Regiment, who has
returned wounded, tells of a remarkableinstance of bravery and contempt
for danger. 1
"While we were advancing to drive i

the Germans out of some trenches they 1
had taken," he said, "Maj. Powell (who
has sprained his ankle) carried a chair ("With him, using it occasionally to sit
upon. We advanced in short ruches, ,and every time we had advanced, and .

got under cover, Maj. Powell would ,

put down his chair and sit upon it to
reat his foot. All the time shells and
bullets were flying around, but Maj.
Powell took his chair to within 200
yards of the enemy's trenches, con- (

ducting the operations all the way untilhe got hit. I am glad to say he was
not very seriously hurt. !

ij "On another occasion, before we
jfeould make a charge we had to wait
Jbr our artillery to cease firing. Then
fixing bayonets we charged amid a
power of shrapnel and bullets. It wasft. terrific scene, but in half an hour we

1
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had the German position, and about
1,500 Germans surrendered; about 500
were killed or wounded. The Germans
were taken completely by surprise and
shouted (or mercy. Gen. Bulfln, who
was in command, said It was one of the
finest pieces of work done by our
division."

Thought His Time Had Come.

Private James Bowj*er of the 5th
Scottish Rifles, in a letter dated Mondaylast, from the front to his father,
writes. 'T am pleased to be able to tell
you that I am still well and happy,
though for a minute or two the other
night I thought my time had come. I
was in the trenches, and during the
night we were attacked by the Germans.Early in the evening we stood
at our posts for some time, but as
there was nothing doing we were
ordered to stand down. However, we
had only into our "dugouts" when
there was a sudden blaze of fire in
front. I immediately jumped out and
seized my rifle, and started firing in
the direction of the flashes.1

"jsoon me nrmg was general aiong
the line to right and left, and the
shells were whistling overhead and
bursting just behind our trenches. They
say the attack lasted about an hour
and a half, but to my mind it seemed
about twenty minutes. Our officers
were simply splendid. They walked up
and down the line encouraging; the
men, as cool as if they were on parade.
1 would follow them anywhere after
that. I must say our boys were very
cool, too. There wasn't one of them
funked it.
"A shell burst just on the edge of our

trenches and killed two of our fellows,
one of them being my chum, Barney
Devine, whom I introduced you to at
Larbert. He was a fine fellow, and
I regret his loss very much. I don't
care a toss for the rifle Are, but I
hate those shells. Altogether, it was
the hottest ninety minutes I have ever
spent. I wish you could see us after
we came out of the trenches. You
would laugh. We are covered in mud
from head to foot, and a dirtierLookingcrowd you never^saw."

Queen Mary's Timely Gift.
In a letter to his mother. Private

Bowyer writes: 'Since 'I wrote last
we have again been in the trenches.
Y"ou will be pleased to know that I
im well off for underclothing now, as

we have had a complete new outfit
issued to us. This was Queen Mary's
gift. We also* had a clean rigout giv2nto us after we had had a bath,
rhat bath, I think, was about the best
rAjjcricnt'e i nave imu since a nave

been out here. We were all marched
iown to a big building, where there
was a number of big tubs, each big
jnough for ten men to get in at once,
*nd the water came up to our chests.
While we were in our uniforms were
laken away and ironed. You have no
dea of how comfortable we felt afterward.
"At one hospital a Cameron, woundedIn the cheek, was brought in. He

bad a very long beard, and the R. A.
VT. C. men were about to shave it
>ff when he stopped them with the
-emark: 'Ye maunna dae that, for I
lae a bet wi* ma officer as to wha
?rows the longest beard in a fortlight!* "

The soldier who tells' the story
v rites:
"We were relieved, and went down
o for a short rest. As soon as
we got within a mile of the town
:he people came out to meet us, and
Lhey rushed at us like betnes nos-
jessed. The women and girls hugged
is tfll we were nearly strangled, and
:he old men cheered with their hoarse
voices. It took us over an hour to
;over that last mile, and the colonel
was mighty angry, I can tell you. We
were all very tired when it was
through, and when we did get to our
tdllets we agreed that we would rather
neet the Germans ten times over than
these friends of ours who were so
>ager to thank us, .for what we had
ione.
"One day in the trenches the talk

turned on medals. The chap who
started it was worried about how many
medals we would get and where we
would weatr them. 'It's no use countingyour medals before they are
earned/- said Tommy Qriffin, and just
by way of emphasizing his repiark a_
German shell cartrie along, and the first
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man to be killed was the chap who
started the discussion.

Tribute to British Soldiers.
'There was a German prisoner I

knew who was always loud In his
praises of our men, and one day I
asked him why. He told me that in
his first fight at Mons he was laid
out by a shell. A British soldier, who
had lost his regiment, passed by. The
German begged him for something to
eat, because he had had nothing for
over a day. The British Tommy
brought from his 'sack' all that he had
left and gave It to him. A few mln-
uits later a merman patroi came uv
and asked their wounded comrade if
he had seen a British soldier pass
that way. He said he had. but told
them he had gone in a direction oppositeto that he had really taken. He
felt that he owed that to the Britisher
who had befriended him.
"There was one of the last recruits

of the Connaught Rangers who overcamehis natural dislike of shell fire
in a way that won the praise of his
mates. Every day he used to go out
and stand under fire while he counted
a hundred. At the end of eight days
he had got rid of all nervousness and
was ready for anything."

Courage of Germans.
Private Biggar of Ardrossan, a reservistin the 2d Battalion, Royal

Scots Fusiliers, who is at present
home wounded from the front, relates
an incident illustrative of the courage
of the German soldiers. His regiment
was entrenched at a little village near

Tpres and was within 1,100 yards of
the Germans. The enemy's gunners
had great difficulty in finding the
range, and in order to help them a
German infantryman climbed on to the
chimney of a house and signaled to
the artillery. When the British soldiersnoticed what he was doing they
immediately opened fire on him, and
although they got on the house ac-
tuiaic riivuiiiig >vao uniicuil ill uic

fading light and at the long range. In
spite of the rain of bullets on the
building the German stuck to his post
until the artillery had got the range,
and then slid down to earth. Just as
he evacuated his position a British
shell carried away the side of the
house he had been signaling from.
Private Biggar says it was the most

daring thing he saw done at the front.

FISH WHARF PLANS READY.

Hoped That Construction Will Be
Followed by Erection of Houses.
Plans and specifications for the new,

modern wharves which are this year
to be constructed at the fish and oyster
market, have been completed and sent
to prospective bidders for the work.
February 5 the bids will be opened and
it is hoped within a few weeks after
that date work on the new piers will
be In progress.
In order not to interfere with the

oyster business or the spring fisheries
the building of the wharves will be so
arranged as to have one of the three
piers at the municipal wharf always
ready for use.
Now that the building of new wharves

is under wav the lessees of the turn-
bledown flshhouses at the municipal
flsh market have strong hopes that the
erection of new buildings will be in
order and that they will be given decentplaces in which to do business.
The present buildings are insanitary
and it is only by hard work that the
flsh dealers are able to keep them
clean. Were they owned by private interests,instead of by the District, they
long ago would have been condemned
and ordered torn down, it is declared.
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CORPORAL SLEEPS I
IN HUT WITH DEAD I

3C
»t

British Soldier Finds Three
Bodies When He Takes *

Refuge From Storm. cc

w
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TELLS STORY OF CHARGh «

OF BAVARIAN TROOPS m
ai

hi
No Chance for Reustance and Eng- at

lish Ran Helter-Skelter, Jkl
He Says. w

(OopjTiNbt, 1913, bj Heibert Oorey.)
LONDON, January 8..-"And there was 'u

the four of us. all snug and cozy-like 01

in the *ut," said Corporal Prank Wil7 ^

son, "with the rain 'ammering on the *c

tiles. My aunt! How I did sleep!" bHedoesn't remember just where it w

was. The day before.or two days before.theyhad sighted Rouen. He is
sure of that. But his company had
been thumping along over the broken
roads for days, without rest and al-

y
most without time for sleep. Each day C(
they marched as far as the strongest s<

could. The weaker fell out by the way, d
and rejoined them when they could. ^
"So I don't know the name of the

blessed place." said he. "Names don't a

make no difference to you when you're ©

on the hoof. Those towns all look J.
alilro onvwav "

n,

That day it had been raining.a slow,
persistent, soaking drizzle. Now and
then it brisked into a shower. A wind ]£
blew the water in the men's eyes. Now ©

and then it promised a gale. They had si

dragged themselves into the little vil- ^
lage and had been billeted in cottages.
Few of them had managed to hold on
to their blankets. They were almost ddying with fatigue.
"Me, I 'adn't had my boots off for a p.

fortnight," said Wilson. "Struth."
The Germans, came upon them in the QJ

night. The first the English knew was S4when they heard the bull-like, charg- ^
ing roar of the Bavarians as they ft
raged through the village streets.
There was no chance for resistance.
The English piled out of doors and
windows and ran. They did not even

knowin what direction they were
running, except that behind them the u
German rifles were cracking. Wilson tl
was separated from his companions. h
"I fell in a ditch and lost my rifle," tl

said he. "Then I picked myself up and
run through the dark until I blooming
well bust. Then I walked. I 'urt all a
over. My bones ached, I was that tl
tired."

Comfort of a Creaking Door. h
TTa ran hoaHIr»nor Int/i > atnna fanna

There he stood and listened. The firing:had long before died out. At first fl
he could hear nothing but the drip of a

the rain and an occasional whine of {j
the wind. Then he began to hear an
odd sound. Creak.creak.creak.it d
came at regular intervals. Finally he o
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jzzled out the meaning. An old door <
as Bwing nf on a rusty hinge. <

"My word," said he, "J was glad to 1
»r that. I thought maybe I could get
ader cover from the rain." e
So he began a hunt for that creaking i

>or, stepping cautiously, one foot at a I
me, through the darkness, his hands i
retched out In front. At last he found t

It swung from a little outhouse of
me sort. He felt all around the four t
one walls. There was no other open- t
g. The door swung In, and he step- t
id inside and closed the door behind t
m. He put his back against it. Then «

i listened for the sound of breathing. f
"Them Germans are artful," said he.
I held my breath and waited, but I i
uldn't hear a sound." *

In an Inner pocket, protected from the i
ater that had soaked his clothing by a
t of rubber sheeting, he had a page or i
ro of the London Times. He had plan- t
fed to read It at the flr9t chance. With e
he had a box of matches.a miracle t
the front, where the wasting of a |

atch is held a sin. When he stepped \

way from the door ft began again to <
rtng in the night wind. The rusty 1
Inge complained. He feared it might 1
;tract some prowling enemy. So he put c
s back against the door and sacrificed t
s bit of newspaper to make a flare. He t
lew there were no windows through ]
hlch it might be seen.

Pile of Hay in Corner. t

"It was little bit of all right, that J
t." said he. "The roof was tight, and \
rer in one corner there was a pile of
sty. 'Ooever owned it had kep* a cow,
r there was a milking stool upset there
V the hay. I could sleep there dry and
arm. J
He held the flaring paper over his
ead as he braced against the door,
hen he saw that he had company.
:anged about the walls were three I
ead men. One had pillowed his head s

pon the armful of hay. Some one had i
ivered his body with an overcoat. He c
eemed as though asleep, until the
ropped jaw and the white eyeballs *

learning in the light of the flare told *
leir story to the living man.
"Two other Johnnies were sitting
gainst the wall," said Wilson. "One
f 'em I didn't like to look at. He was
urted bad. Blood had run from his
liddle until I could see it, blacklike
nd shiny, on the stone floor."
The other had died leaning back
gainst the wall. He was hardly more
lan a boy, Wilson said."but a husky
id; he must 'ave weighed all of twelve
r thirteen stone".and somehow a
mile had fastened itself upon his lips
s he died. No wound was visible. It
as as though he had gone to sleep
nd was dreaming of home. The flare
egan to singe Wilson's fingers, and he
ropped it and stamped out the sparks,
hen he stood in the darkness, considring.
"I knew I 'ad to prop that door shut
9m»how." said he, "I didn't want It to
sreek. Sone one might hear it. Anyow,the wind beat the rain in through

Corpse Holds Door Shut.
He felt his way to the side of the
ead man on the pile of hay and picked
p the milking stool and tried to brace
le door shut with it. For a moment it
eld, and then the wind-driven door
irust it aside. Then an inspiration »

a.me to him. He went to that young
ead man who was sitting so quietly
gainst the wall, smiling to himself in
he darkness.
" 'E was stiff," Wilson said. "Like a
>g he was, or a chair. So I says to
im like.only I didn't say it out loud:
"Give us a hand here, mate, and 'old
he door to.'"
He dragged the cold man across the
oor and propped him with his back
gainst the swinging door. The weight
eld it firm, and the annoying screeklgwas stilled. One can imagine the
ead man smiling gently through the
arkness. Then Wilson turned the
ther dead man off the armful of hay
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in which he bed died and took the coveringovercoat and stretched himself
uxurlously.
"I "art. I was that tired," said WUlon."For a little tlme -I couldn't sleep,
ny bones ached so. My eyes they
lurned like two coals. The last I can
emember Is the rain falling on the
lied roof."
So the tour of them slept there,
varm and cosy in the hut, until mornng.Wilson recalls that he waked up
:wice. Why he doesn't know. Periapsthere was a noise In the night. He
>nly stretched himself In greater com'orton the soft hay and slept on.
"Another man I was In the morning,"

laid he In the hospital at Calais.
'Aren't It wonderful what a little rest
* 111 do for your*
oviuc nine in i.ii«s turcuwn uc wao

Lwakened by the thumping of military
xansports. British motorvans were
itreaming past his shelter. So he hob*
>led out to rejoin his command, and
fet that wound in front of Arras
vhfch now hold9 him in the convalescentward. When he left it seemed to
\im that he owed some little gratitude
:o his hosts of the night. Wilson
loesn't put it that way. He isn't emoional.War has blunted whatever
lner feelings he may once have had.
3ut he paid them his small tribute.
"I covered *en\ with the overcoat,"

said he. "especially the lad that 'eld
:he door for me. Then I hitched the
loor fast with the chain on the outilde,so it wouldn't creek again. They'd
>e all right In there."

SIX NEW BEACON LIGHTS.

Steamer Maple Is Placing Them in
Chesapeake Tributaries.

Six new beacon lights recently auhorizedby the lighthouse authorities
ire to be erected at points on tributariesof Chesapeake bay. With the bea:onsaboard, the llehthouse service
iteamer Maple has left Baltimore to esablishthe new lights.
The beacons, which are of the acetyeneburning; type, are to be located on

3attle creek shoals, Patuxent river;
rames point. Dividing creek; Hook
*eck shoals, Pungoteague river; Guil'ordflats, Pocomoke rtver; Manokin
tnd St. Pirie, Manokin river. These
guides to navigation will be in operaJonwithin the next week.
Extensive repairs to the lighthouse
steamer Ivy have been completed at a

Baltimore shipyard, and laden with
supplies for the Portsmouth, Va., depot,
ind towing lightship No. 52 to Norfolk,
vhere she is to be repaired, the Ivy has
eft Baltimore for Norfolk.
With supplies for the lightships on
he Virginia and Maryland coasts north
>f Cape Charles and an anchor and
hain to replace those lost by lightship
tfo. 91 on Winter Quarter shoal, the
tghthouse service steamer Orchid has
sailed from Norfolk.

F. C. Hlllweg of Minneapolis, Minn.,
vas elected president of the National
Association of Convention Bureau Sec

etariesat its first annual convention
Lt St, Louis. Louisville, Ky., was seectedas the next meeting place.
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